The Parish Council Year


This past year has been an interesting one.    I have already mentioned the elections, which took place on 5th May.   Our previous Chair, Stephen Bartlett resigned in August last year due to personal reasons and I took over.   We would like to thank Stephen for the years he has been in the Chair and as a Parish Councillor and for all the time and effort he put in to helping the village.   This has been really appreciated.   Sadly too, Natalie decided to take on other challenges and handed in her intention of notice at the end of last year.   After 8 years of very professional and dedicated service, she will be a hard act to follow.   However, we have managed to recruit Sam Chambers-Turner who also Clerks for Swaffham Bulbeck and Stow cum Quy, so we know we are in experienced hands, and look forward to working with Sam for the future.   They have had a job share for the past month to enable a smooth handover, so thank you to Natalie for agreeing to help embed Sam into her role, and for bearing with us whilst we recruited a replacement, and of course for all her years as Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.  
Along with many small planning and tree applications, we have had a busy year.   We have worked with the Wellbrahams who have put in a lot of effort to establish and develop the Community Orchard, holding several events there to utilize the lovely setting and tidied up the Parish Cemetery, where we have had several more burials this year.   Thank you to all the volunteers who helped.   We have also had a great deal of help and support from the Wilbrahams Environmental Group in planting many trees in the village, which is quite apart from the Queens Green Canopy.   Thank you to Nick Toovey, Paul Lambton and team.    The loss of Chris Ascroft will be much missed as well as he supported the village in many different ways too, and was a key member of their team.  We have tried to concentrate on addressing parish trees, verges and grassed areas and improving footpaths, following on from work initiated by Stephen Bartlett, and Claire has done a sterling job, bring that all into hand.   Roddy has kept a wise eye on our finances, and Sam has helped to roll out the Fibre network in both villages, and been involved in trying to improve communication.   Christine has taken a lead in arranging for our children in the village to be given Jubilee coins and certificates to mark this very important year.   These are not exclusive contributions from your Councillors but just to give a flavour of some of what has been done.
One of the things that has taken up a lot of time this year is concentrating on Highways matters, including the application for the 2022 Local Highways Initiative, which has engendered a great deal of discussion and debate.   Thank you to Transport Working Group for their assistance in this, and for making the presentation to the CCC LHI Committee on our behalf.
At the APM last year, the Parish Council had to communicate the disappointing news that an excellent scheme for a new 20 MPH zone in The Lanes and Church Street failed to find support for funding as an LHI application.  The scheme, which was prepared for the PC by Mike Smith and Alister McFarquhar was comprehensive in addressing the areas of the village with the greatest amount of pedestrian use around the school and playground and it was a great shame that it couldn't go ahead.

However, this year, the PC is pleased that the recent LHI application prepared with input from the TWG has been approved. The scheme will add 40 MPH buffer zones to Mill Road and Station Road and entrance gate features at all 3 entrances to the village. Highways have stated that there may be a delay in delivering the scheme and that the costs will have to be revised but the PC is hopeful that any delays or alterations to the scheme will be minimal.

In addition, the suggestion made at last years APM by Alister McFarquhar to upgrade the flashing warning lights at the school with new, taller masts and ' 20 MPH when Lights are flashing ' signage has been approved by Highways as a Privately Funded Highways Initiative.  This will, in effect, create a 20 MPH zone at the peak periods of school drop off and pick up. There are other potential elements to the scheme including new give way signage, replacement bollards and possible speed cushions. They have been costed and the PC has to make a final decision on the exact specification. 

I expect that most of you will have seen that most of the signs and lines throughout the village have now been repainted by Highways. The work was completed at their cost as part of the routine maintenance schedule and it included the school crossing point.

Consideration has also been given to parking outside the school and Alister and Mike, with assistance from Nick Toovey, have completed a survey to establish the total demand from parents at the busiest times of day. This initiative remains a ' work in progress ' but initial findings indicate that a scheme on a scale that would be effective could be difficult to fund and design.   The school is working with the PC to try to address the problems that occur at pick up and drop off times, and have their own project planned for the new school year.
And finally, you will all have seen that the village MVAS is now back in operation. After 2 lithium ion battery fires which caused a safety issue, Alister organised a solar power conversion funded by the PC.   It is now Highways policy that all MVAS devices are solar powered and relocated to different locations on a frequent basis.   Mike is currently completing an exercise to capture the data for vehicle speeds and volumes at all the entrances to the village.  That will enable a comparison to be made with the results of the pervious survey to see what changes have occurred.

As for the future, we would like to look at measures for establishing a Village Design Statement, which will probably be a more appropriate way to go rather than for a Neighbourhood Plan at this stage (as this is very involved and time consuming, and likely to take many years to complete).   We are keen to establish a greater power to develop a shared vision for Great Wilbraham; what it would look like and to shape the growth and development of our village.   For example, we could state preferences for future affordable housing, developments, street signs, amenities etc.   We will need you to tell us what your wishes for the village are, and will be seeking your ideas. 
Sally Ramus
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